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Message from the Principal’s Desk 

 
The start of the school year is a time of new beginnings. Staff, 
students  and parents alike, view the beginning of the school year 
as a time to start anew, a time for second chances and a time to 
look at things with a fresh new perspective.  
 
In late August, it  was announced that our Vice Principal Tina 
Diavolitsis was appointed Principal at Charlton PS effective September 1, 
2016.  Sometimes these things happen very suddenly!  Ms. Diavolitsis made so many 
positive connections with our students, our families and our staff.  Her new communi-
ty will now get the opportunity to enjoy her wisdom, sense of humour, her generosi-
ty, and her warmth and compassion…something that we will remember very fondly 
and greatly miss.   We all wish Ms. Diavolitsis all the best and much success as she 
starts the next chapter in her professional life.   
 
We welcome Ms. Nancy Tsang to Unionville Meadows PS as our new Vice Princi-
pal.  Ms. Tsang comes to us from Ramer Wood PS where she was a Special Education 
Resource Teacher.   I know you will give her a warm welcome into the UMPS commu-
nity and make her feel very much at home at our great school! 
 
Thank you to our caretakers who have worked very hard over the summer  to prepare 
our classrooms for a fresh start, as well as our office staff who are always at the front-
lines of everything we do for students. 
 
We are excited to welcome our new students, parents and teachers to our school. We 
also welcome those who have been with us and are returning again. Our staff is com-
mitted to creating welcoming spaces for their learners and preparing meaningful 
lessons.  Many teachers participated in professional development courses, work-
shops, and did professional reading and cannot wait to implement all of the wonder-
ful things they learned. 
 
In order to ensure a smooth beginning for your child(ren), we ask that you read the 
start up package carefully regarding the homework policy, dress code, lunch expecta-
tions, etc. As well, please ensure you complete and sign the required forms and re-
turn them to your child’s teacher as soon as possible. 
 
As we look to the start of the new year, we hope each day allows our students to feel 
deeply, think clearly and critically, and act wisely through the things they learn daily 
at school. We look forward to supporting our students, teachers and parents and 
believe that through our partnership, we can make a difference in the lives of our 
students and accomplish anything we set our minds to.  
 
We look forward to a great year of learning and growing together! 

 

Leeanne Hughes-Fernandes & Nancy Tsang 

SEPTEMBER AT A GLANCE! 

 

5- Labour Day (holiday) 
6- First day of school  
11-Eid-ul-Adha 
19-23-Terry Fox Run  
26-Professional Training Day (no school for students) 
29-Area Cross Country 

 

Reporting an Absence from School 
 

From time to time your child may need to miss school due 
to illness or an appointment, etc.   
You must call the school to report the absence.  You can 
do this anytime as the answering machine is available 24 
hours a day.   
Please phone 905-479-4795 and leave a message on the 
answering machine with the following information: 
-your child’s first and last name  
-spell the name 
-grade and teacher’s name 
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Daily Schedule 
Entry 8:25 
Block 1 :8:30 - 10:10 
RECESS 10:10 - 10:40  
Block 2:  10:40- 12:20 
LUNCH 12:20 - 1:20 
Block 3: 1:20 - 3:00 
Dismissal 3:00 

Baby News 
Ms. Phillips-Shiner welcomed her son, Harri-
son, on  July 25. Mrs. Doyle welcomed her 
son, Sebastian, on August 19.  Ms. Perry wel-
comed her daughter, Brynn, on August 22.  
Moms and babies are all doing great and they 
can’t wait to come in and visit us soon! 

http://www.unionvillemeadows.ps.yrdsb.edu.on.ca


 

 

PIANO LESSONS  CONTINUE AT  
UNIONVILLE MEADOWS  

 
 
Ms. Lukie will again proudly be offering piano class les-
sons at Unionville Meadows.  The weekly 1 hour classes 
will instruct your children in reading and writing music, 
ear and rhythm training along with playing the piano. 
 
By grouping the children in small classes at Unionville 
Meadows after school on Mondays, top quality low cost 
music instruction in a friendly, happy atmosphere. For 
S.K. to Gr. 8 students. Beginner  and advanced learn-
ing. There are four terms of lessons with  report cards, 
exams and a June recital.  A free piano app for home 
practice is available online. A piano/keyboard is not 
needed to start.  
Leave a clear message anytime at: 905-513-0346 to reg-
ister.   
 
Get in depth info: www.howmars.com  
username: lukie   
password: piano teacher   
 
Email: e.lukie@gmail.com 
 

 
Please remember to send forks and 
spoons with your child(ren).  We can 
not provide these on a daily basis.   
 
 
 
Also please remember to label your child’s lunch con-
tainer and any clothing they may take off during the 
course of the day.  This way you will be sure to get it 
back at the end of the day!   

 

School Lunch and Yard Assistants 
 

If you are interested in becoming a 
School Assistant to supervise at 
lunch time (1 hour per day), please 
submit your name to the office. 
 
 

Forms to be Returned 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A number of important forms have been included in 

the package that went home with students on the first 

day of school.  Please take the time to read this mate-

rial carefully and to return the forms that require a 

signature to your child’s homeroom teacher no later 

than Monday, September 12th.   

 

Thank you for your prompt attention! 

 
Respect 
We respect ourselves and treat others with courtesy, dignity 
and positive regard. We Honour the rights of others. We re-
spect their belongings the environment and the world around 
us. 

http://www.howmars.com
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://coolmompicks.com/blog/2013/10/28/dishwasher-safe-labels-write-your-own/&sa=U&ei=SUNYU4L1JYWSyATJqoDYDg&ved=0CE4Q9QEwEDgU&usg=AFQjCNEn8zLW4TD81lvNYS-fNeHjII-v_w
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.wornjournal.com/blog/whatsinaname/&sa=U&ei=SUNYU4L1JYWSyATJqoDYDg&ved=0CEgQ9QEwDTgU&usg=AFQjCNHkkctDq7jaP45gxZcaLlLBwEWK4Q
http://www.google.ca/url?q=http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/page.cfm%3Fid%3DICM200203&sa=U&ei=v9QFVLyWMs2uggSl5YHQDw&ved=0CBUQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNH_EyUw8x3KN-dkiNdxuNoKkiWk2Q
http://scottsdalepreppo.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/image-lunch-box1.gif


 

 

 Visitors in the School 
 
We welcome families and volunteers at 
Unionville Meadows Public School. 
 
To ensure the safety of students, fami-
lies and visitors are asked to use the main entrance and 
report to the office at all times.  You will be asked to 
sign in and wear a visitor or volunteer badge if you are 
visiting the school for any reason (volunteering, ap-
pointments with teachers, etc.).   
 
We also remind parents to drop off their children before 
entering the school yard or playground.  For the safety 
of all of our students, the only adults permitted on the 
UMPS playground are UMPS staff and lunch assistants.  
Supervision in the yard begins at 8:15.  

 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

Check out our Website! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Please bookmark this website so you can 
check to see what is happening at Unionville 
Meadows P.S! 
 
Our website aims to be more environmental-
ly friendly by reducing the amount of com-
munication sent  home on paper.  
http://unionvillemeadows.ps.yrdsb.ca/ 

Kiss and Ride and Parking Lot Expectations 
 

We believe strongly that UMPS students benefit from walking to and from school!  However, for those parents/guardians who choose 
to drive their children to school, we would like to remind you of the procedures to follow at the beginning and end of the day to ensure 
everyone’s safety.   
 
Front Loop: 
Safety pylons will be placed in the two left lanes so that only one lane is operable.  When you enter into the loop, drive up along the in-
side curb lane as far up as the car in front of you. We expect a single file line with no passing.  Please drive all the way to the east end of 
the kiss and ride loop.  All students must exit from the passenger side of the car, directly beside the curb. No one shall let their child(ren) 
out of the car from the middle lane or the driver’s side of the car, where they would need to cut in between cars. Your child(ren) will be 
directed to go to the playground and /or their proper entry door. No one shall enter the main doors. Please continue, by signaling, check-
ing your blind spot and proceeding into the exit lane once the drop off has been made. Please do not get out of the car. 
 
Parking Lot Entry: For Kindergarten Parents Only 
Drivers will enter the parking lot and continue along the sidewalk area, close to the Kindergarten playgrounds to drop of their children.  
Children will get out of the car on the passenger side (Like a 
Kiss’n’Ride) at the Kindergarten area and staff will direct them to their 
kindergarten yard.  Please continue, by signaling, checking your blind 
spot and proceeding into the exit lane once the drop off has been 
made. Please do not get out of the car.  When entering the parking lot 
to pick up kindergarten students, please do not block our handicap 
parking spots. Parking in the middle of the parking lot in the aisle also 
makes it difficult for cars to enter and exit the parking lot safely.  The 
school bus and school transportation vans also enter to drop off /pick 
up students at the Kindergarten area. These vehicles have priority for 
entering and exiting. Please respect their  “right of way”. 
 
Please always be extra careful as you enter and exit the parking lot 
and drive or walk down the street.  The safety of our children is im-
perative. 



 

 

 Safety Drills 
 
We will be reviewing safety issues and practicing some specific safety procedures/drills with all of our 
students.  As you know from previous years, schools across the province have engaged in Lockdown Pro-
cedures which prepare students for occurrences such as an armed intruder.  Schools are required to prac-
tice two Lockdowns in addition to six Fire Drills per year.  Our first Lockdown will take place later in the 
month and our fire drills will randomly occur throughout the year, with the first one occurring within the 

first 2 weeks of school. Our teachers do a great job of preparing our students for these drills so that anxiety levels are kept to a minimum. 
 

Keeping valuables safe 
 
Valuable possessions, such as electronic games, toys and smart phones may interfere with the 

learning environment.  Personal music players (M3Ps, Cell Phones and iPods) are not to be used in-
side the school building unless under the direction of a teacher.  Students are discouraged from 
bringing these items to school. If they are brought to school, it is at the students’ own risk.  If an item 
is confiscated, parents will be asked to pick it up at the school office.  We are not responsible for loss 
or damage to personal effects that are not required for programming. 
 

 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://i.kinja-img.com/gawker-media/image/upload/t_original/fw0bpknr4lzdgciujxeb.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.gizmodo.com.au/2014/08/a-bluetooth-padlock-that-keeps-your-valuables-secure-anywhere-you-go/&h=303&w=640&tbnid=2q

